Cyngor Cymuned Freystrop Freystrop Village Hall

Freystrop Community Council Registered Charity Number 508498

FREYSTROP COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13 October 2025
in the Village Hall at 19:00

Opening Remarks

o The Chair welcomed the large deputation of the public present and acknowledged the reason for attending and expressed the
wish that they would support other community meetings in such number. He stated that the order of the agenda would not
be changed

Attendance & Apologies

o Please refer to the Attendance Register

o The clerk informed the meeting that the form is being trialled following the guidance in One Voice Wales’ updated 6 Month
Absence document

o [Note: In this trial version Councillor M J John has been recorded as an FCC Councillor and the clerk as a member of the public]

FCC Policy on Declarations of Interest
o It was requested that interests are declared at appropriate points in discussions

Minutes of the 8 September Monthly Meeting
© The minutes of the meeting were passed as a true representation
¢ Proposed: E Utting Seconded: W D Thomas

Matters Arising
o  Approval of the 8 July 2025 Meeting Minutes
= Councillor E Utting was recorded as Seconding the approval of the minutes in error as she was not present at the meeting
and therefore could not comment on the proceedings
= Councillor A M Simpson was happy to second the approval of the minutes
The passing of the minutes for the 8 July 2025 minutes are now to be read as Proposed: D S Harries Seconded: AM
Simpson
Presentations & Questions from the Public
©  The Public had not submitted any presentation, questions or requests in advance

County Councillor’s Report
o Pembrokeshire County Councillor M J John update
= Second home Council tax. A reduction of the NDR to 140 days had been requested. Tax rate changes were voted through
= A NRW nitrate vulnerable zone has been defined on the Cleddau. As a result the LDP2 is on hold and Mid-Pembrokeshire
planning affected. A mitigation strategy to be instigated
= The new footbridge in Haverfordwest has been opened. This was funded by Westminster with usage rules
A petition has been presented to PCC calling for the re-affirmation of its climate emergency declaration and commitment
to net zero.
= Rural street lights and the policy of turning them off was raised by Councillor M J John. A policy review has been
requested
The 20mph review still ongoing
10 properties have been purchase in Rosemarket as social housing. There will be a local letting policy and as a contiguous
community Freystrop should benefit

Community

o Urdd Eisteddfodau
= Arequest for support for Urdd activities has been received. It is unknown whether there are members in the community

o The Landfill Disposals Tax Communities Scheme has opened for applications. Freystrop is an eligible community. Grants of
between £5,000 to £49,999 are available for biodiversity focussed projects. Councillors requested an application be made for
mowing equipment

o Additional defibrillator — Councillor W D Thomas reported that there was no movement to report on this project
A request to host Geocaching locations at PHFRP has been received. There was felt to be no issues with the locations of the
caches and the game would bring more interest to the park

Highways & Rights of Way

o With assistance from Councillor M J John the Minor Works Fund to install a traffic calming system on Targate Road was being
looked upon favourably with a solution being planned for 2026/27

o The clerk was requested to ask PCC for the results of the traffic monitoring at Middle Hill over the summer by the residents
carrying out the informal traffic survey on Moorland Road. PCC had no record of any monitoring being carried out at that
location. Councillor M J John offered to follow up
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10. Planning Matters
o Upper Sandywells
= 25/0376/PA - Replacement outbuilding to create welfare space as an extension for disabled son with new screening hedge
bank and ecological enhancements
e Refused
s CAS-04285-D2K4Y4 — Planning breach appeal decision - Refused

11. Cemetery, Bus Shelters, Kiosk & Other Assets

o The rubbish bin has been overflowing and smelling.

o Schoolchildren were reporting ‘smells’ in the bus shelter, presumed to be cannabis. The clerk was instructed to inform the
Report to PCSO

o The kiosk is filling with books again. The buyer of secondhand books is no longer looking for extra stock and a new solution to
the dumping of books is required

o The clerk was requested to enquire about the provision of a salt box on Freystrop Cross at the junction with Moorland Road
with PCC

12. Training/Seminars, Consultations & Presentations
o  Working Better Together — 23 September 2025
= Next meeting 25 November 2025, 19:30

o No One Left Out: Low-Cost Christmas Ideas for Families, online, Wednesday 15 October 14:00-16:00
o Dyfed-Powys Police Headquarters Open Doors Events, 22 October 2025 15:30 — 20:00, 23 October 2025 15:30 - 20:00
o Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Consultation on draft Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) documents
o Councillor A M Simpson will attend an OVW Section 6 reporting webinar
13. FCC Administration

The clerk is awaiting submissions for the Community Newsletter and will work on the Annual Report concurrently
A query has been raised with Redkite solicitors concerning their incorrect submission of details for the land registry of Whim
Hill

o Multi-location Meetings were discussed following the clerk’s observation that Councillor A M Simpson had been excluded
from the September meeting because of her lack of mobility. Grants were available prior to the introduction of the legislation
in 2021. OVW said there was no current funding streams but some small councils had received National Lottery funding. The
Chair will cost a solution for further discussion

o Youth Representation on FCC was still felt to be of benefit to the community. The newsletter would carry a feature

14. FCC Financial Matters
o The Draft Annual Remuneration Report 2026/27 has been published. There were no changes that affect FCC
o Pension re-enrolment duties have been completed
o Receipts September-October 2025
= Deposit Account Interest - £38.83
o Payments September-October 2025
= Grass cutting - £200
= PHFRP Inspection - £60
o Upcoming Payments September-October
= PHFRP Annual Inspections - £180.00
®  Grass cutting - as required £100/cut
o Bank accounts
= Current Account Balance: £450.33 at 10/10/25
= Deposit Account Balance: £31,117.25 at 10/10/25
o Budget vs Actual
= Current expenditure is within budget
o State of finances
= The recording of the reserves is presented in draft form. Councillor A M Simpson will assist to further clarify the layout.
On current projections of income/expenditure and the level of reserves there appears to be around £1,500 available for
contingencies
o Draft 2026/27 Budget
= |t was felt that the level of reserves to cover election costs is too high
= PCC exceptionally extended the deadline for submission of precept requests to the end of January for 2025/26. This
cannot be guaranteed for 2026/27 and therefore the budget should be settled at the November meeting
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15. Other Matters

o One Voice Wales

¢ National Conference & AGM Cancelled
= Pembrokeshire Area Meeting, 7/10/25

* The issue of poor attendance was raised along with the poor responses to consultations
¢ Audit arrangements for small councils may be reviewed
e A presentation was given by Dwr Cymru

© The damaged cemetery fencing would be followed up by Councillor E Utting

16. Councillors’ Requests
o Councillors raised no further issues

17. Date of Next Meeting
o Next scheduled meeting 10 November 2025 in Freystrop Village Hall at 19:00
o Items for inclusion on the agenda should be received by the clerk by the Wednesday prior to the meeting

18. White House Farm Solar and Storage Facility
o Prior to the meeting requested that Councillors complete declaration of interest forms relating to this topic
= Personal declarations were signed:
¢ Councillor W D Thomas had attended a public meeting relating to the project
¢ Councillors M R Harries and A M Simpson are residents who live in areas likely to be affected
e Completed forms attached
= Personal & prejudicial declarations were given by Councillor E Utting
*  Was involved in the organising and attending of a public meeting relating to the project
*  Has been in discussions relating to financial recompense with the developers. These discussions were stated to be
complete with no outcome
¢ Councillor E Utting did not return the form for the meeting’s record
= Councillor E Utting queried why she was requested to declare a prejudicial interest. The clerk was of the opinion that a
declaration of discussions relating to possible financial gain by the Councillor should be made public and that she may be
requested to leave the meeting
e Councillor M J John quoted the code of conduct flowchart clarifying for all that Councillor E Utting could stay in the
meeting if she wished as the meeting was open to the public, but she should be aware that any comments made by
her could be the cause for complaint against her by those present
o Two events were to be held hosted by the developers, Qair
= Asecond Public Consultation is to be held on 23 October 2025 in Freystrop Village Hall
= Councillors have been invited to an informal Community Benefits Meeting on 22 October 2025. The clerk had clarification
from OVW and the monitoring officer that Councillors could not make decisions at an informal meeting
o The Chair addressed the public acknowledging that this was a topic of interest to them. FCC’s position was given as being that
until after the second consultation and the submission of any plans no comment would be made because of lack of detailed
information and intention. This had to be repeated many times during the following hour’s talk
o The Chair allowed the public to state their case. The main points were
= The public present made it clear that they were unanimous in opposing the project
= The public present strongly felt there were no benefits to the project even though they were encouraged to consider all
facets of the project
s CPugh expressed displeasure that an agenda item regarding the project in the March FCC meeting was not addressed as
suggested and that the minutes recording the actual discussion reflected the council’s position to await further
information
It was felt that the council should have made decisions even without information
A Brown asked pre-planning had been received by FCC. The clerk stated that pre-planning information is not available to
clerks. A Brown made the meeting aware of the PEDW website of which the majority present were unaware
= M Rudd informed the meeting that he had observed changes in the owl population which he attributed to the Pope Hill
solar installation and that the existence of $SSis surrounding Freystrop should halt this project
= FCC had made a decision in its March meeting to hold an Open Meeting after the second consultation when it was hoped
more information would be known. The public pressed vociferously for a date to be set for this meeting immediately. A
date of 3 November in the Village Hall was set
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Email/Ebost community.clerk@freystrop.wales

Freystrop Community Council Declaration of Councillor’s Interest

Name of Councillor:

N Dy > THOMAL

Date of meeting:

Qchobor. K025

Item of Business:

Opti MeLlrng N Ll P
- clleh by Eee -

Personal Interest?

YES NO
v

Prejudicial Interest?

YES NO /

Why did you declare the
interest?

Adblesdg (o hea~ Vieoroof P nvides
/\@HM
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Name of Councillor: N

@3& /4//4 RERIeS
Date of meeting: 9 y

187" Orhober 2,/
Item of Business: @ L w\\@ \\o,& l%rm Sa_\or A &ngz ‘%@),I\/
Personal Interest? YES NO
Prejudicial Interest? YES NO
Why did you declare the )
\ L\‘v«l O~ Moo(low@( 2)"-‘“ 2

interest?

Is this an ongoing interest?

Yo




CYNGOR CYMUNED FREYSTROP
FREYSTROP COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Email/Ebost community.clerk@freystrop.wales
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